THOUGHTS ON POVERTY
Why to be poor? Better to be rich and enrich the poor. Riches are gift. This is human
vision.


Israel in its time of splendor had the same thought. Riches were considered blessings of God and sign of His benevolence. National catastrophe came: Temple, monarchy, welfare disappeared. The Israelite finds himself poor. In his poverty he discovers God as the unfailing good. Now he realizes he can bless and praise God because He is God. Before, the goods of God obscured God as the only one Good. Now he discovers poverty as great religious value, as privileged situation to experience God as wealth of man. Under this atmosphere the psalms were born. This was the atmosphere in which Mary, Joseph and Jesus grow. Jesus chose that atmosphere of “poor of Yahweh” and in that atmosphere, He could proclaimed the Beatitudes.

For a religious Israelite, the praise to God by the rich is a suspicious praise. The rich might praise God not for being God, but for giving them riches. Riches can close the heart and make the rich serve his goods in stead of serving the only God. The determining motive to love poverty is the fact that Christ appeared poor among us.
There is a central episode in the life of Christ which gives light to the mystery of poverty: Jesus is tempted in the desert. 

Tempted to use His divine power to solve the problems of humankind, Jesus decisively rejects. For Him, to be a Son of God means to be a man among men, defenseless; poor; not to use power; and, not to use force. It means positively to expect everything from God, to trust His fidelity to His Word and to expect to receive everything from Him.

Bethlehem and Calvary are the two poles that have been attracting in a special way the adoring attention and compassionate attention of the lovers of the Lord. 

Foucauld, contemplating Bethlehem said: “If there is someone who contemplating you in the cave of Bethlehem continues to be rich, I don’t know: I cannot indeed”.
One of the best documented forms of poverty in Jesus is His availability. 


No personal programs or plans. He is ruled by the events and ready to answer questions and peoples’ misery, sufferings, sicknesses. It is not He who disposes of His life, the others do. Sharing in the concrete situations of the poor, He found Himself in the conditions of giving and enriching the poor.

Do you want to see whether you are really poor? Examine your need for prayer.

Poor is that man who outstretches his hand begging and raises his arms praying. The need for prayer is born of the consciousness of being poor. You will know how to pray if you feel yourself poor. If you do not pray it is because you feel yourself rich. If you do not outstretch your hand it is because you find yourself full and satisfied of yourself and of your things. But if you feel yourself poor, your vacuum will be filled when you lift up your invoking arms. The riches of God will come to you when you don’t tire of asking, of saying that you are poor who outstretches your hand in supplication.

Poverty is the surest premise for the openness to transcendence.

Evangelical poverty is nourished in the contact with the entirety of God, giver of every good in two ways:

· Contemplative Way: I have received everything from God; I return it totally to Him. It is a call to all people not to be attached to them placing all their confidence in them.
· Active Way: if everything I possess is a gift, I have to make out of my life a gift. I will give all my gifts to others.
Both ways start from God the giver and reach God as ultimate and only destiny. The second however, stresses the presence of brothers and sisters and their concrete needs. From humilitas – acknowledgement of our own poverty in front of God; springs magnanimitas – sense of responsibility for the others and the consciousness that our own resources must be used for the Kingdom. The greater the sense of humility of being total gift of God, the greater the magnanimity, that is, the consciousness of using all resources of self at the service of the Kingdom.


In the apostolic life – Claretian life – we are called to live all this every day. The apostle, who has the consciousness of depending only from God, is the evangelical child (Mk 10:14) who knows that to enter into the Kingdom he must be little and defenseless; but he is also the adult who is responsible for ones brothers and sisters, for the creation, the future and the realization of the Kingdom. He busies himself and spends himself with his strength for that purpose. We are children with the Father in order to receive the Kingdom; and, adults with the brothers and sisters in order to lead them to His Kingdom.
On the other hand, today the apostle is caught and trapped by thousands of urgencies and allows himself to be dominated by his work to the point of becoming “addicted” to activity.


In such a situation, it is also difficult to realize that there are other realities aside from his work that he has to attend to: his communion with the brothers, his community life and his need of being up-to-date, his theology, his prayer and contemplation. The poor in spirit knows that even the fruit of his apostolate depends on God. He is fully aware of his limitations; he understands that to be in and to create communion with ones brothers is to rely on the promise of the Lord who guarantees His presence when two or more are gathered together in His name. The poor works and works hard, but he does not allow himself to be dominated by his work; since he is a useless servant and while working he knows that he works in vain if the Lord does not build the house.
The word “poor” is a complex fact. 

When the Gospel speaks of the poor it presents different forms of poverty:

· material and social reality (the poor economically);

· existential reality (the marginalized, despised and the least);

· spiritual reality (the sinners and the publicans).
And still others forms of poverty: those humiliated, those without work, those having deficiencies, those in prison, the children of ruined families, the betrayed and abandoned spouses, the abnormal, the old people especially those abandoned, victims of drugs, the lonely, etc.
Different ways of concrete intervention in the service of the poor:


“Everybody for the poor. Many with the poor. Some like the poor.”
1.
Everybody lives for the poor: Any work to be done, will be done with the perspective that it will be of help to the poor. The poor must be kept present constantly, never forgotten. In any environment, the efforts while working will be oriented to the poor

2.
Many with the poor: Many live more directly and are in solidarity with the poor: assistance, human and social promotion, helping them to grow and develop their

potentials be it in the field of promoting their dignity, their rights and obligations.
3.
Some like the poor: This is the testimony of sharing their life, to experience in oneself the sufferings, humiliations, insecurities and rebellions of the poor. The 
reality is seen from below. Then we know the true needs of the poor, their expectations and our limited capacity to understand them.

The Lord wants to be found, served and loved in the sacrament of the poor.

The sinner is another aspect of constant reference in Jesus. He wants to serve and He has come to seek the sinners.


Matt 9:13:”I have come not for the just but for the sinners” 


Matt 9:12:”Not for the healthy but for the sick.”


The sinner is the other great passion of Jesus. The man in situation of need before God is for Jesus the poorest of the poor. If the poor is the humiliated image of God, the sinner is the disfigured image of God. If God suffers in the poor, He is trampled in the sinner. If the poor claims Christ the beggar, the sinner claims Christ in His Passion and nailed on the Cross. 

In order to see that aspect in Jesus it is necessary to be contemplative. And to be contemplative, we must be poor. If you see too many things around you, it will be difficult to see Christ in the poor and in the sinner. To have those eyes, we must be empty of vanity and filled with the Spirit of the Lord who strengthens our weak eyes making them capable to see the presence and the work of God. 

The apostle must renew the enthusiasm of Jesus, towards sinner. What was lost has been found; what was rejected is accepted; what was condemned is saved. He feels sent to the lost sheep of Israel. He eats with the publicans, welcomes the little ones and goes after the lost sheep. He is misinterpreted in Matthew 11:19: “He is a friend of publicans and sinners”. He passionately loves the human person, especially he who is “lost”. And He assures that there will be greater feast in heaven when a sinner is converted.
Mary loved poverty by loving God with all her strength.
· She perceived God as the only reality. She is available to His plans.
· God was for her the only riches. She is the poor who opens herself totally to the riches of the Kingdom.
· She sang to God her salvation through the Magnificat.
· Mary knew that all her strength comes from the Lord.
· She saw God in her brothers at the foot of the cross.

· She was instrumental in carrying out the plan of salvation of the Lord.
· She sees God as everything for her.
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