P O V E R T Y
· It is convenient that the poor will not know that we “religious” spend millions in traveling to attend encounters and assemblies in which, before or after, comes the eternal question: “What to do to be poor?” Otherwise they could tell us: “Why don’t you study the reverse formula: What to do to be rich? In that way, you could certainly help us efficiently.”
· “To be poor, why?” Christ our Savior not only loved the poor, but rather “being rich He became poor.” He lived in poverty. His mission was centered on advising the poor of their liberation and He founded His Church as the sign of that poverty among people.” (Medellin) This message can be preached only from a concrete situation. A rich person can never say; “Blessed are the poor.” We can not tell truths that we don’t live. Christ spoke to all, but only from one side to which He belonged.

· “We are poor for God, poor to follow Christ.” To be poor for Christ is an abstraction; to be poor like Christ is a concrete project, since it is part of human history.

· Puebla speaking of the poor and option taken by Jesus: “For this reason alone, the poor merit preferential attention, whatever may be the moral or personal situation in which they find themselves (drunkard, drug addict). They are made in the image and likeness of God to be His children; this image is dimmed and even defiled. That is why, God takes on their defense and loves them (Matt.5: 45; James 2:5). That is why, the poor are the first ones to whom Jesus’ mission is directed (Luke 4:18-21), and why the evangelization of the poor is the supreme sign and proof of His mission (Luke 7:21-23). Therefore, above end beyond sin – all are sinners – the poor are carriers of God’s face reviled by those who don’t consider them as brothers and sisters.

· Before arriving to the level of relation to the things, man/woman must solve the problem of ones relation to others. A person is above all child of God and s/he lives all his/her relation to God, without exception, in his/her relation to others.     “Workers of the world; unite! (Karl Marx)” must start not from the economic but from the relational level.

· In itself, poverty is not good nor a virtue; it is exclusion and, as such, evil. The finality of things is not to give happiness or security to the individual or group: its finality is to bring communion and be a symbol of a relationship that is deep and profound. Jesus said so through the Eucharist, in which, out of the interchange of things, He made a vehicle of communion among us. In order to make this a reality, it is necessary that a person uses things free from fear. The message of Jesus is not: “Things lack importance, what counts is the spirit,” but rather, “don’t worry excessively,” that is, use things with wit (peace and love). “Seek first the Kingdom of God,” that is, the peaceful and fraternal relation among yourselves.
· Poverty is made by living among the poor and with the poor, patiently seeking with them those values that precede the economic and could bring liberation to man/woman from fear and aggressiveness. “How to be poor?” – start by not worrying about being poor.
· The commitment of Jesus to humankind is to bring liberation in our relationship with one another.
· Poverty is a relationship with the poor.
· Poverty in the Gospel is hunger and thirst for justice; and justice consists in rebuilding the person in all his/her dimensions, in his/her very essence. This essence “must be embodied in definitive realities, on three inseparable levels: our relationship to the world as its master; to other persons as brothers and sisters; and, to God as His children.” (Puebla)

