RELIGIOUS POVERTY TODAY
Personal Poverty

“Do I really have the spirit of poverty?” 
“Have I really chosen wholeheartedly to be poor”? 

These are some signs:
1.
The feeling of having too much for myself in a habitual way. He who has the 
spirit of poverty feels he has always too much; he who does not have the spirit of 
poverty, feels he always has too little.
2. 
Conviction that I deserved nothing. Everything I have is a gift that is gratuitously 
given and should also be freely shared.

3.
To choose habitually for oneself the common and ordinary.

4.
Seriousness in observing the little demands of religious poverty
5.
When I use things, I remember spontaneously those in need: sound and 
spontaneous “uneasiness” when I have to “spend” for myself.

6.
Availability for the disinterested service to others, not looking for material or 
affective compensations.

7.
Sensitivity to grasp the needs of others, a sort of aptitude to establish personal 
relationship with the simple and poor people.

8.
Preference for sharing the life of the humble and poor ones.
9.
Spontaneity in counting on God’s help for His service: “Seek first…”
10.
Experiencing deep joy for not needing anything.

11.
Experiencing the feeling of total liberation.

Communitarian Poverty
Criteria:

1.
Tendency to limit. It is necessary to safeguard the simplicity of life.

2.
True notion of equality. Principle: “From each one, according to his possibilities; 
to each one, according to his needs.
3.
To be the last in acquiring a useful novelty, when it is necessary. Criteria: 
· Is this useful in view of our goals as religious, i.e., to grow in fraternal


            communion, for the glory of God, to improve the apostolic efficiency?

· Not to acquire anything for the community if it has not become ordinary      
                     
to the 2/3 of ordinary people in the place.
4.
Attention to the gifts that raise the level of life, a cheap price is not a criterion.

5.
Attention to the squandering, carelessness and irresponsible use of the 
communitarian resources.

6.
Real participation in social poverty. The community must know the social 
situation of its place. It must lived in solidarity with the people and responsive to 
their needs.

7.
Not to have any reserved funds.

