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Passing through immigration at the airport in Sao Paulo, Brazil a visitor cannot help but notice a poster featuring the face of a child. Just below this striking image appear the following words: “I am not a tourist attraction.” And, then, this message: “Help prevent the abuse of children.” Unfortunately, for the past twenty years or more, reports about the sexual abuse of minors at the hands of priests and men and women religious have grown in number and detail. This news has stunned many believers worldwide, including more than a few members of the diocesan clergy and religious institutes. The resulting crisis has been of such a magnitude that both the late Pope John Paul II and the current Pope, Benedict XVI, have denounced the sexual abuse of the young by priests and religious as a crime and an appalling sin.

In May 2002 the Executive of the Union of Superiors General established a Commission to study the issue of child sexual abuse. About the same time, several respected Catholic periodicals
 began to provide a better picture of the extent of the problem with their reports that priests and religious in a number of countries had been imprisoned after being convicted of crimes involving pedophilia. These reports also contributed to a growing realization about the damage done to young lives as a result of sexual exploitation.

Increased publicity notwithstanding the topic remains a difficult one to discuss. Some might also like to believe that while abuse is a problem for other institutes, such is not the case when it comes to their own. The hard lesson of experience has proved otherwise. While the number of those who have abused may be small in comparison to the overall size of any one group, the problem of child sexual abuse appears to have touched just about all of our religious families. 
Consequently, in appointing a Commission in 2002 to study the question of child abuse, the Executive hoped that this group would be able eventually to offer all who belong to the Union some guidelines about how they might best respond to this crisis and bring the problem to the attention of the members of their congregations as well as their colleagues in ministry. 
      
What follows this afternoon is by no means an exhaustive treatment of the topic of abuse, nor is it a full accounting of the work of the Commission over the past four years. Rather our discussion is aimed at providing each of us with the basic tools we need to address the challenge of abuse in a manner that is pastoral and informed. 

Unfortunately, recent news reports about the sexual exploitation of minors by religious and priest have caused many to forget that the majority of abuse still takes place within the family. Where statistics do exist we find that at least 50 percent of those who perpetrate abuse are the parents of the victims themselves; other relatives are responsible for another 18 percent of the offenses. 

With that said, we cannot deny the fact that some men and women religious have in the past abused children and teenagers. We need to apologize for those transgressions and to take any steps necessary to insure that to the best of our ability this situation is not allowed to occur again among those who make up the membership of our respective institutes.   

Adults who molest children take from them one of God’s greatest gifts: trust. Surely this is the case when the abuser is a member of the clergy or a religious institute. The mother of a boy abused by his local pastor put it this way, “If I cannot entrust my son to the parish priest, to whom can I entrust him?” 

There can be no question that any action that we take in response to abuse must first and foremost be in the service of those who are its victims. Equally compelling is our responsibility to protect possible future victims. It is for this reason that we are advised not to allow someone who has abused a child or adolescent to work with this age group again or to be in situations wherein he or she might come into unsupervised contact with young people. 

Our response to the tragedy of abuse must also take into account those in our Church who need protection from guilt by association: the men and women, our religious brothers and sisters as well as our lay partners, who must be provided the opportunity to continue their work free of suspicion.

a. Definition and descriptions of abuse
Child sexual abuse is a broad term used to describe sexual activity that involves an adult with children and/or adolescents. The behaviors associated with this problem fall into several categories such as incest, exhibitionism, molestation, rape, sexual sadism, child pornography and prostitution as well as sexual talk on the part of an adult which makes a young person uncomfortable, or transgresses the appropriate boundaries of any relationship. A person need not physically touch a child or adolescent to be involved in abuse.
           The word pedophilia is a technical term meaning literally "love of a child." Unfortunately, it is often used incorrectly in discussions about sexual abuse. The word itself should be used only to describe sexual activity that involves an adult with a prepubescent child. 

      
In addition, two other elements must be present before classifying any behavior as pedophilia. First of all, the person who initiates the abuse must be at least 16 years of age and also older by at least 5 years or more than the child involved. Second, his
 behavior must cause significant distress or impairment in other important areas of his social or work life. 


Ephebophilia is another technical term used to describe a person who is attracted to teenagers rather than to prepubescent children. This distinction might appear to be hair splitting but has important implications for the outcome of treatment: the prognosis is usually more positive for those who abuse adolescents when compared to those involved in the abuse of younger children  

Minors are incapable of freely consenting to sex with adults and do not comprehend fully its consequences. Consequently, sexual involvement between adults and children as well as other young people is widely condemned. However, the restricted technical term pedophilia should be used to describe the situation when a prepubescent child is the victim, and ephebophilia in situations involving adolescents.  

Many behaviors can be classified as pedophilia when a prepubescent child is involved. For example, molestation, a somewhat vague term that includes fondling, touching or kissing the child especially in the breast or genital areas, masturbating a youngster or urging him or her to fondle or masturbate the adult involved. 

Incest also falls under the heading of pedophilia and consists of any physical sexual activity between family members. The term family is used here in the broadest sense, in that a blood relationship does not have to exist between those involved. So, for example, while the sexual activity can occur between a child and parent, it can also happen between the child and his or her step-parent or foster parent and still be classified as incest. 

      
Exhibitionism, child pornography and child prostitution are other types of abuse. An exhibitionist exposes his genitals to girls, boys and women and experiences sexual excitement from the shock or surprise of onlookers. Child pornography, on the other hand, includes the video photography or film production of sexual acts between minors and other children, adults or animals, regardless of consent by the child's legal guardian while child prostitution involves boys and girls in sex acts for profit, often with frequently changing partners.

      
Sexual abuse, then, is a broad term describing sexual activity involving adults and children and/or adolescents. While the behaviors listed above number among those that fall under the heading of abuse, we need to remember also that child rape, sadomasochistic rituals involving children, and a number of other activities are also classified as abuse.  

b. Patterns of abuse

      
Those who abuse children are frequently described as having “groomed” the victim. Their behavior follows a five stage pattern that includes this predictable sequence: engagement, sexual interaction, secrecy, disclosure, and suppression. During the first or engagement phase, the abuser looks for opportunities to be alone with the child. An interaction phase follows, and includes most often this progression of sexual activities: exposure, fondling and possibly some form of penetration. Any of these behaviors might be accompanied by ejaculation.

      
Most abusers then attempt to impose secrecy in the hope of eliminating accountability and enabling them to repeat their behavior. However, this phase in interrupted when others become aware of the abuse either by accident or due to forethought on the part of the victim. A neighbor, for example, may observe the abusive activity and report it, or physical injury to the victim, pregnancy, the presence of a sexually transmitted disease, or the child's initiation of sexually precocious behavior brings the pattern of victimization to light. 
Some children and young people also make a conscious decision to tell outsiders about the abuse. While motivations differ, the end result is the same: what has been held as a secret is now exposed to the light of day. A young boy, for example, might confide in his parents, or share his secret with a trusted teacher. Unfortunately, many young people who are abused fail to tell anyone about what has happened to them. They keep the secret, and suffer the consequences of that decision for many years to come.

While disclosure offers the possibility of planned intervention, a suppression phase, sad to say, often follows instead. Whether the abuse happened within or outside the family, some will deny the significance of what has happened to the victim and discourage further intervention by outsiders. In the family, for example, members often try to suppress publicity, information, and interfere with attempts to provide any necessary intervention. 

When the abuse occurs within the family, suppression can be particularly intense. Threats of separation and verbal and physical abuse may be used to pressure the child to recant or stop cooperating with the intervention process. Other family members can "gang up" on the youngster; he or she is made to feel guilty for disclosing the secret. Feeling isolated and alone, some victims withdraw the complaint or stop cooperating with those trying to assist.

c. Patterns of abuse among some priests and brothers

      
While the evidence indicates that various priests and brothers have abused children and adolescents, many recent news stories have focused more frequently on men religious who have become sexually involved with teenagers. Their behavior often follows a common pattern. A number start out convincing themselves that they simply enjoy the company of young people, and want to do good for them. 

      
Unfortunately, as an emotional bond begins to develop between the brother or priest and the young person, the former begins to feel sexually attracted to the teenager and eventually persuades the youngster to go along with sexual activity. The adolescent is at a tremendous disadvantage here: he or she respects the priest or brother, and believes that this respected person is not going to lead him or her astray.  

      
In a number of cultures, most Catholics confer upon priests and brothers a level of respect and deference that goes far beyond that accorded to others. Consequently, they find it almost impossible to conceive of anyone in either vocation sexually abusing a child, and, more often than not, would doubt the word of a child who came to them with a report of being molested. 


Such was the case with a priest ordained for the Diocese of Dallas, Texas on April 29th, 1982. Over time Father William Hughes
 came to know and sexually abuse a 14 year old girl in the parish to which he was assigned as an assistant pastor. The priest became a fixture in the home of the family of this young girl and though he spent an inordinate amount of time with her, the child’s parents could not bring themselves to believe that a priest would be romantically interested in their daughter. 

It was not until a number of love letters were found by the girl’s mother in July 1984 that her parents began to suspect that something was tragically wrong. Unfortunately, when the case was finally reported to diocesan officials, the suggestion was made that the letters be destroyed; Father Hughes was assigned to another parish the following month where he was appointed director of parish youth groups.  

While those responsible for the abuse usually respond with alarm when it is revealed, the response of the members of the perpetrator’s Institute usually follows the same general pattern as that of a family confronted with the same news. For example, some, finding it almost impossible to believe the report, react with denial. They attack the child's credibility and allegation of sexual victimization. The victim is described as a pathological liar or is judged to be manipulative or mentally disturbed. 

      
When the report is obviously true, however, the vast majority of religious respond with concern for the victim and the victim’s family, and with anger at the perpetrator.  In some countries, media coverage of an allegation of abuse on the part of one a priest or brother also further aggravates the anger of his fellow priests and toward the individual involved. 
For some unfortunately there is also a sense of shame, as though they too are guilty by association. Lay colleagues often feel helpless in this situation. On the one hand, they want to reach out to the religious community at large; on the other, they hesitate to bring up the topic for fear that such action will only lead to further pain on the part of all involved. If the subject of abuse is to be discussed at all in an open manner, we must take responsibility for introducing it into conversation. 

      
Whether the perpetrator of abuse is a priest or brother or someone else, it is important also that we not minimize the long term effects of abuse. Talking with a victim is often the best way to appreciate more fully the impact that the abuse has had on the life of a person. Speaking to a man or woman who was raped at age eight will also help us to avoid thinking of abusive behavior in benign terms.

      
Victims, for example, will often share with you the crippling emotional pain they experience as well as the confusion and shame they bear well into adulthood. Even years later, their earlier abuse can contribute to a lack of trust in relationships, sexual dysfunction, low self-esteem, fear and anxiety, and a number of other potentially debilitating problems.    

d. The victims of abuse
      
Victims of child sexual abuse come from all races, creeds and socioeconomic levels. They may be either a boy or a girl, although in many countries for every boy, two or three girls are reportedly victimized. Abuse can begin as early as age eight or nine and last for about five years. Some experts in this field report that boys are more commonly victimized by someone outside their family. Some children are threatened with punishment if they fail to cooperate; others are manipulated and told the activity is a game or something "special" and fun.

Are there factors in a child’s life that increase the probability of abuse taking place? Apparently, there are. The presence of a significant number of the following factors in a girl's life, for example, should put adults on alert about the possibility of sexual abuse: a lack of friendship with young people her own age, poor mother-daughter communication, a courting mother who brings sexually exploitative men into the home, a father who shows little, if any, physical affection towards his daughter and who believes strongly in the subordination of women, mothers who are punitive about sexual matters, lack of adequate supervision as a result of the absence of a girl’s natural mother, women who feel powerless and victimized and who communicate these attitudes towards their daughters, a significant difference between the mother’s educational background and that of her husband.

      
As mentioned earlier, boys are also at risk for abuse. Those who molest boys appear to first identify the more vulnerable among them, and over time, to engage them in peer-like activity. One boy put it this way, “He was like my buddy, not my stepfather.” Those who abuse adolescent boys often side with them in arguments or begin to talk with them about sexual matters like a friend rather than an adult. Boys from homes where the father is absent are often more vulnerable.

      
As the relationship develops, the abuser begins to take every opportunity available to blur appropriate physical boundaries and desensitize the boy to touch. Only years later, however, do a number of boys realize that the contact was sexually abusive. As one put it, “I thought he was showing me affection.” 

      
Another victim stated, “He (the abuser) called it rough-housing and wanted to do it every time he was alone with me. When I got older, I realized that he was having erections when he rolled all over me.” Finally, abusers try to make the boys they molest feel responsible for the behavior. 

      
In many cultures, it is not uncommon for boys to fail to report victimization. There are several reasons to explain this phenomenon. First of all, most boys grow up with an ethic of self‑reliance: “Fight your own battles,” they are told. When hurt they seek help less readily.

Second, in many cultures youthful male sexuality is portrayed often in positive, adventuresome terms, and boys' sexual experiences with adults are often judged to be less victimizing than they are in fact.

      
Third, adolescent boys, especially those with questions about their masculinity, fear being labeled homosexual if others discover their victimization.

      
Finally, boys have more to lose than girls from reporting abuse. Their freedom and independence, generally greater than that of girls, may be curtailed by parents and guardians. Consequently, older boys in particular tend to report less.   

e. The perpetrators of abuse 
      
About 85 percent of all abusers are male, from every profession and trade, skilled and unskilled. Many are described as "me‑first" individuals who find sexual relationships with children safer, less threatening, demanding and problematic.

      
Sexual encounters between adults and minors cover a wide spectrum. They include the man who spends his whole life fixated on eight‑year‑old boys, and another who convinces his girl friend to bring a child into their bed to "experience something new." Children are the sole erotic interest of some adults; others become involved only under extraordinary situational circumstances. These patterns are no less true for men in priesthood and religious life.
      
Child sex offenders can be divided into two basic types: fixated and regressed. At the outset of sexual maturation, fixated abusers develop an exclusive attraction to children. Although they may engage in sexual activity with persons their own age, and even marry, these relationships are usually initiated by the other party, result from social pressure, or provide access to children.

      
Conversely, regressed offenders are not predisposed initially toward sexual involvement with children. However, when the conflictual relationships of the adult years beset them, and responsibilities and misfortunes overwhelm them, the primary focus of their sexual interests moves from persons their own age to minors. Psychologically the fixated offender becomes like a child; for the regressed offender, the child is a pseudo adult.

f. The origins of abuse
      
Why would anyone sexually abuse a child? This troubling question lies at the heart of any discussion about sexual abuse and young people. Unfortunately, we have no easy or satisfying answer to this question. The causes of abuse appear to be complex and interrelated; no single factor makes clear the cause of the behavior. In but one example: how do we explain the fact that some adults who are sexually aroused by children never act on these impulses, while others do? 

 
Many who work with both victims and abusers, however, point out that erotic attraction to children is not a choice. Rather the pedophile’s attraction to children appears to be “wired” into his makeup. With that said, however, we can also identify four factors whose presence in any one person appear to increase his potential for perpetrating abuse.   

To begin with, those who abuse children are often psychologically immature. They suffer from low self-esteem, and lack clear and appropriate boundaries in their relationships. Their contacts with minors appear to provide them with feelings of power, omnipotence and control.

Second, men and women who sexually exploit minors show unusual levels of arousal to children. Researchers suggest two explanations: one, biological factors; two, learned behavior. According to the first: biological factors, such as a person’s chromosomal makeup or hormone level, may predispose him to develop an abnormal pattern of sexual arousal. 

Regarding learned behavior, social learning theorists suggest that a fixation with children originates with an early arousal experience that becomes incorporated into a repeated fantasy. In subsequent masturbatory experiences, this fantasy becomes increasingly more arousing. 

      
Third, those who abuse children appear unable to meet their emotional and sexual needs in adult relationships. Often a number also associate adult sexuality with rejection and pain. They feel inadequate and awkward, or are timid and withdrawn, and lack the skills necessary to form mutual relationships with other adults. Children are judged to be a safer substitute source of gratification. 

      
Finally, many people wonder why normal social conventions do not deter those who abuse children from doing so. Personality traits such as poor impulse control and problems like alcohol can help explain their lack of restraint. Remember, though, that while alcoholism, alcohol abuse, and other chemical dependencies can play a significant role in any abusive situation, they are not its root cause.  

      
Other factors also play a role. For example, setbacks in a person’s life such as the loss of employment, the death of a loved one, or a period of great personal stress can reduce inhibitions about abuse. These factors can exist as easily in the life of a priest or religious as they do in the life of anyone else. 

      
Does each of the aforementioned factors play an equal role in the life of every abuser? Probably not. They provide us, however, with a frame of reference in which to search for an explanation of the cause of this behavior.

      
So, how do these four factors help us understand the origins of child sexual abuse? In part, they help explain why many people with characteristics that might be thought to increase their potential for abuse, never do. While they may fulfill the requirements of one or two factors, they differ from perpetrators who more often than not meet the requirements for all four factors.

f. What constitutes adequate evaluation of an abuser?

      
The evaluation of any person who sexually abuses a child needs to be comprehensive and involve specialists from a number of different disciplines. An adequate assessment includes these elements: a physical examination with additional laboratory work to discover disorders that may be contributing to the behavior (e.g., kidney and liver function tests, routine chromosome analysis); detailed neurological examination and neuropsychological testing to rule out seizure activity or other neurological pathology; comprehensive psychological testing; a complete sexual history; comprehensive addiction evaluation, including an assessment for sexual addiction; a thorough spiritual history to assess possible resources for treatment; clinical interviewing conducted by specialists familiar with the area of child sexual abuse.

      
The results and recommendations of any evaluation need to be explained thoroughly to the person who has abused and, with his informed consent, to his religious superiors, and those involved in the treatment.

g. Treatment for those who abuse minors? 

The treatment of those who sexually molest children can be difficult. Many deny their predisposition and activity and minimize its effects. Some, for example, rationalize their actions by insisting that the child was sexually provocative or experienced sexual pleasure as a result of the abuse. 
Treatment for sexual abuse has to be many‑sided. Individual talking therapy is insufficient when it comes to pedophilia. Fred Berlin, MD of Johns Hopkins University would go so far as to suggest that the application of individual talking therapy alone to pedophilia results in little more than a pedophile with insight. 

Today a number of specialists working in mental recommend that a type of treatment called cognitive therapy be given a central place in a comprehensive program set up to assist the person who commits abuse. Any such program would at the very least be made up of the following elements: individual and group therapy; education in sexuality; behavioral therapies; activities aimed at enhancing interpersonal skills; tension‑reduction training for the management of anger and anxiety; anti‑anxiety, and antidepressant medication, and/or mediations which suppress the sexual appetite in general; victim personalization groups; and self‑help groups modeled after Alcoholics Anonymous. 
Victim personalization groups in particular help illustrate the importance of breaking through the denial found in most people who abuse children, including a number of priests and brothers. As was mentioned earlier, when they begin treatment, most maintain the illusion that the child welcomed, appreciated, and may even have benefited from the sexual encounter.

Addressing directly the denial of the perpetrator of abuse, these groups focus on the immediate impact and long-term after-effects that various sexual offenses have on the victim. Few can come away from such groups without understanding more fully why victims behave as they do and how their lives are affected by what they have experienced.

h. The need for education
      
Child sexual abuse may never be eliminated completely but ongoing investigation into its causes and consequences as well as research aimed at finding those interventions that will prove most helpful can go a long way toward reducing the frequency and extent of exploitation. We also cannot underestimate education as an effective tool in combating abuse. 
Several groups could benefit from ongoing education in this area: the members of our respective institutes, our lay colleagues, and also the families of those we serve. 

i. What to do

While its details will vary from one Institute to another and among the various administrative units that make up any Institute, each group must develop a plan to be used in evaluating and intervening in the event of a report of abuse. When formulating such a plan it is important to actively seek professional pastoral, clinical, legal and canonical advice. Also, when formulating a plan keep in mind these points: any report of abuse must be taken seriously; the person to whom it is made should write down all the information given at the time the report is made; all reports should be directed to the person with ultimate authority locally (e.g.,  this may include the Provincial or regional superior, the Director of a school or the local Superintendent of Schools); the person in authority needs to take action without delay, (i.e., interviewing those involved, evaluating the credibility of both the complainant and the complaint, and, unless the report is absolutely without any foundation follow the civil laws of your country, province, or state in the matter of child sexual abuse). 

  
 j. What to do if a member admits to committing the abuse?

      
If a priest or brother in the institute or province confirms an allegation of abuse, he must be removed immediately from his ministry, and sent for a medical and psychiatric evaluation. In addition, any laws that exist in your country regarding the reporting of abuse to legal or child protective authorities should be followed. 
In some countries, a child protective agency or other government office has responsibility for carrying out an investigation of any abuse allegation. The staff associated with these agencies more often than not have been specially trained to carry out this inquiry and to determine whether or not the report of abuse is valid or not. Consequently, the Provincial or District Superior must refer the matter to that body without delay using whatever channels have been set up to expedite such referrals. Once again, swift and decisive action on the part of the major superior is the best course of action. If the law requires that the matter be referred immediately to legal authorities for investigation, then the Provincial or District Superior should do so straight away.

As a precaution, whenever an allegation of abuse is made about a member of the institute, the leadership of some provinces ask him to step aside immediately from his ministry and to remain on leave from his work until the matter is investigated thoroughly and a decision made about the validity of the allegation. Such a policy is based on the principle of protecting children first, and in no way implies the guilt of the person about whom the report has been made.  
k. What is our immediate responsibility to the victims of abuse?

      
A former seminarian, now a middle-aged businessman, was quoted recently in a newspaper article. He reported having written initially to the Ordinary of his diocese to inform him that, years before, a member of the minor seminary faculty had molested him on several occasions over a six year period. While the priest in question, now the pastor of a large urban parish, had been suspended pending an investigation of the former seminarian’s charge, the latter was now also suing the diocese for money damages. 

      
Asked what moved him to sue, the former seminarian had this to say, “I wrote to the bishop and explained what had happened to me. I expected him to reply, but he never did. Instead, a lawyer for the diocese contacted me.” 

      
Unfortunately, this situation is more common than not in some countries today. We are meant to be pastors not lawyers. In having a lawyer call the former seminarian who wrote to him, the bishop transformed a pastoral matter into a legal one.  

      
Unless there is an overwhelming reason for doing otherwise, those in authority should handle these matters personally and directly. A Provincial superior, for example, should make a point to meet with the victim, or victim’s family. Such an approach is more pastoral. 
The crisis that our Church faces in the area of child sexual abuse today is formidable but in part of our own making. We may begin to see some resolution of it and the healing of all involved when those of us in religious life and priesthood, especially those of us charged with responsibility, stop acting like attorneys and begin once again to be what we were meant to be: pastors, disciples of Christ, people known for their compassion. 

We also have a responsibility to assist victims of abuse in obtaining counseling, by being personally supportive, by insuring them that the religious in question will receive the necessary treatment and will not be reassigned to a ministry that involves children and young people. 

k. What about returning to ministry with children?

      
Can a brother or priest who has abused a child ever again work in a ministry that includes children? Today, most people would say no. Our first responsibility is to children and young people, and we cannot risk the person offending again. From time to time you might hear or read a report about a man or woman who having abused once, received treatment, returned to ministry, and was never again been involved sexually with a minor. But, once again, the risk of abusing again is too great to take the chance of placing a brother or priest in a ministry where he is in contact with children and young people. 

l. Is there a relationship between homosexuality and pedophilia and/or the abuse of minors?

      
From time to time during recent years one commentator or another has implied that celibate chastity might be at the root of any problems that priests or religious have in the area of sexuality. Appropriately so, reaction to this line of thinking has been swift and critical. The simple fact of the matter is that there are far more people in religious life and priesthood living out lives of celibate chastity with integrity than those who might fail to honor their commitment in this area. 

The fact that some priests and brothers who sexually molested minors were involved with adolescent males, ages 14 to 17, has caused a few commentators to suggest that there is relationship between homosexuality and pedophilia. The majority of mental health professionals, however, would dispute the idea of a link between homosexuality and pedophilia. 
Before going any farther, let’s be clear: there have always been, are now, and always will be homosexually oriented men and women as members of religious institutes. And among this group there are those who have lived or are currently living exemplary lives of celibate chastity. 

The opposite is also true: there have been and are today homosexually oriented men and women members of religious congregations who have stretched the meaning of the vow of chastity to such an extent that its characteristic features would be hard to find. But cannot the same be said about their heterosexual brothers and sisters? 

The area of sexual orientation is a complex one and I have no desire to oversimplify it. In any discussion about sexual orientation, however, we need to separate the myths from the facts. For example, David Finkelhor, a respected psychologist and researcher of many years standing, views sexual longing for minors as an attraction separate from either heterosexuality or homosexuality. Similarly, Nicholas Groth, well known for his work with sexual offenders, has reported that among a group of 3000 homosexually oriented men who he studied he failed to find even one who shifted from an attraction to adult men to a desire for minors. 

Instead, what he and his colleagues did find was that men who were nonexclusively fixated on children or who regressed from an attraction to adults to an interest in children all described themselves as heterosexual and that indeed among them a number were homophobic. 
As tragic as child sexual abuse is for all involved, we will do little to right the wrong or to protect children if we make decisions based on the faulty notion that homosexuality is somehow related causatively to a predisposition to abuse children and young people. To the best of anyone’s knowledge today, sexual orientation, be it heterosexual or homosexual, and child sexual abuse are not linked. 

m. Are false accusations ever made?

      
Are false accusations ever made? Unfortunately, yes. A person who knowingly makes a false accusation of child sexual abuse against another, robs that person of a most precious gift: his or her reputation. Years afterwards, most people will remember the allegation made about the person falsely accused. Many fewer, however, will recall that the charges were false.
      
Whenever a malicious false accusation is uncovered, the person who made it has a responsibility to apologize and to do all that he or she can to right the wrong, to help restore the reputation of the person wrongly accused. In some countries there are legal means that can be taken to right the wrong, but most Church people shy away from maintaining an adversarial relationship with the person in question. 

      
False accusations have another serious consequence: they undermine the credibility of those persons who have been exploited and who wish to report the abuse that has taken place. Many men and women who have suffered the long term effects of abuse, find themselves treated with suspicion and skepticism. 

      
Finally, though, we must remember that false accusations are more the exception than that rule. Most reports about child sexual abuse made today are, unfortunately, an accurate description of abuse that took place either recently or many years ago. For those of us who make up the leadership of religious institutes, a pastoral response is the only one that is appropriate.   

n. Pastoral recommendations

      
During the last 30 years we have learned a great deal about child sexual abuse. At the same time, however, we all remain students when it comes to this topic. In the past, for example, the sexual abuse of children was classified almost solely as a moral problem, today we realize that it is also a psychiatric disorder, and that in most countries, it is a crime.

      
As leaders in our religious Institute, our first responsibility is to protect from abuse the children and young people entrusted to our care. We also have an obligation to protect from guilt by association our colleagues who minister in the Church.

      
Next, in dealing with the problem of abuse where it exists in our institutes, we should make it possible to be of more assistance to families where abuse is also present, to educate a wider population of parents about the topic, and to suggest to them what might be done to reduce the risk to children. 

Finally, as leaders we have responsibilities also to those who commit abuse. In the past, sad to say, some priests and religious thought that a stern reprimand, instructions to be repentant and remorseful, and to pray harder, coupled with a transfer would relieve the problem. Today, we realize that this “geographic cure” was not effective. For the very first person that the brother or priest met in his new assignment was his old self. Far more effective is the following three step approach: investigate any suspicion of abuse, adhere to the letter and spirit of the civil law of your country in this matter, and make available to the person who commits the abuse adequate evaluation, treatment and legal assistance.

      
The priest or religious who becomes sexually involved with children has, at times, been scorned, stigmatized and condemned. Once again, today, the Church community can provide leadership by recalling that in this situation, as in so many others, Jesus' message mitigates revenge in favor of awareness, decisive action, reformation, and compassion. May Mary, the mother of Jesus, that woman of formidable faith and patience be with us all as we work to confront with courage the problem of child sexual abuse wherever it is present. 

� e.g., Famiglia Cristiana.


� Although women also abuse children sexually, for the sake of ease of reading all future references in this paper are to men. 


� Cited in Doyle, T.P., A.W.R. Sipe, and Patrick J. Wall. Sex, Priests, and Secret Codes, (Los Angeles, CA: Volt Press, 2006), p. 197.





PAGE  
3

