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The Dictionary of the Spanish Royal Academy of Language, the maximum authority on the correct use of Castillan, - Spanish - says that behind the expression ‘without much thought or quickly’ is found something which is carried out ‘very quickly, left to the mercy of inspiration, without stopping to meditate”. These lines have this character, written in the last hours of the second day of the 70th General Assembly of the Union. I am very grateful for having been invited as observer, therefore, it is just that I express my gratitude sharing some ideas suggested to me by observation and listening. 

Government and the Word of God

Father Pascual Chávez (SDB), President of the Union, affirmed in the inaugural session, referring to the Apostles: “They cannot neglect their life of prayer nor the preaching only to take care of the common life of the faithful. Any other commitment, even if it seems to be urgent, has to be the responsibility of others. Recovering prayer and the Word of God, the Apostles place their mission in the center and take care of the common life of those who have been entrusted to them”.

The commentary of Don Pascual is really relishing. Leaving aside the differences, the reflection on the Apostles can be applied to Superiors General. Do we really believe it? What consequences would it have if we apply such principles to the service of government, general as well as provincial and local? “Any other commitment, even if it seems to be urgent – says the commentary – can be the responsibility of others”: Which should be the priority, what should take precedence in a man or a woman who have accepted to serve their brothers and sisters in animation and government? 

The words of the President of the Union emphasize something central: the dedication to the Word and to prayer have to do with the center of the mission of a superior and express his care for the common life. Perhaps it would be worthwhile to deepen on this idea to avoid that moments and realities which are more central are considered as loss of time or secondary occupations. 
The Word can be read in many ways

It has been said several times these days: there are many ways of reading the Word. Some presuppose the reading of texts, but not of the Word of God. There are ways of placing oneself before the Word which allow one to speak as an experienced person, as an expert, but not as men and women who allow the Risen Lord to warm up their hearts. 

We could well say, without exaggerating very much: tell me which stand do you take before the Word and I will tell you how your religious life is. There are ways of being auditors of the Word which enrich and strengthen one’s own vocation and which in the long run may convoke or attract others, and there are ways which seem to lead to sterility or to unfruitful eruditions. Contemporary religious life, each one and all of us, have been called to revise our way of accepting the Word of God. The celebration of the forthcoming Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on the theme can be of great help for us. 

Spirituality and Spiritualities

It has also been commented that there are many types of spiritualities: some do not remember the Christian God neither do they seem to have discovered Jesus Christ. It is not sufficient to appeal to the Word! The world – as it has been recalled – demands spirituality, but not every spirituality is Christian. 

Similar caution should be used in concepts and terms so relevant and so greatly used, such as “balance or equilibrium’, ‘tranquility’ ‘tension’… To which balance or equilibrium can a consecrated person aspire? To which tranquility? Never to those which disregard or do without the cross, without surrender, conformation with the One who has become Eucharist and nourishment. Attention! There may be appeals to the Word and getting close to it which are at a great distance from the experience of the Risen Lord and his disciples. 

A Challenge

A challenge has been formulated, in different ways, during these days: “it is difficult for us to guess, to get right, the alternation between action and stillness, quietude, effort and abandonment”. Challenge does not need too many explanations. 
The importance of assiduity 

This idea has also been repeated very much. We have spoken about frequenting the Word, to ruminate it, to go around it, to court it, to coo it imitating the habit of pigeons. We have been invited to consider the relationship Disciple-Word as a nuptial relation. In the Acts of the Apostles one can perceive a certain insistence: the Apostles accept the Word with perseverance, assiduously. Do we give to the processes of acceptance and listening to the Word, the time and the serenity which they deserve?

In the last few years I have come back and got close, several times, to the reflection which the working group which studied the role of Sacred Scripture in religious life offered in the International Congress on Consecrated Life in 2004. I think that these pages are particularly valuable. In them they insist on the positive traits or characteristics of getting close to the Word which have appeared in the last years, but it is also pointed out that we find ourselves very far from obtaining that many consecrated persons make of it a book of life, our daily companion on the journey. The choice of the theme for this Assembly is an additional sign of this positive way, but we must continue to go ahead. 

Surprise, out of proportion, excessive, exaggeration…

In the Plenary Assembly we have heard people speak about “the unusual customs or way of acting of God”; of his like or fondness for what is extraordinary, to that which overflows what is expectable and reasonable; of the weight of the ‘madness or insanity’ in the experience of Jesus; of gratuity… I have not been able to avoid recalling some beautiful expressions of the Teaching of John Paul II on consecrated life, such as his invitation to the excess or disproportion formulated in the message which he addressed to the Congress mentioned above: “recall that the measure of love is to love without measure”. Vita Consecrata binds our vocation with the superabundance of gratuity and of love: Are we not living and encouraging a consecrated life excessively slow and ‘correct’?

The Word, the People (of God) and Life

Dolores Aleixandre, in her beautiful and profound reflection addressed to the Assembly, evoked “the art of the encounters with Jesus” as the best course of introduction to the reading of Scripture, inviting us to recognize (like Jesus) the dialect of the Father in those of his people, which lack significance. Father Feldkämper also referred to this. Should consecrated life not make a greater effort to read the Word with others and to do it from life (our own and that of others)? I believe that in this there is another sphere for possible growth.

An Important Warning

In several moments during these days it has been insinuated that in religious life at present joy or happiness may be lacking. A Spanish Bishop who is very keen in his observations has described happiness or joy as the spiritual state of the Christians who are habitually generous: a joy which many times will be a crucified joy. Its absence may be a symptom of the absence of the Word, or of an incorrect relationship with it. We do not find ourselves before something secondary: the question may be referring us to a serious fundamental lack. In the Book of the Acts, the Gospel and joy walk hand in hand forming an inseparable couple. 

The Time to Study and Deepen

In the recent Assembly of the Spanish Religious – men and women – one of the speakers brought out and stressed the existence of some words which we no longer hear in the reflection on consecrated life or which seem to have lost intensity. One of them is “study”. Several times during these days I have heard some say that those who have prepared themselves less, studying for this, are not those who receive the Word better. There are sciences which make persons get conceited, but there are sciences which help one to understand, to perceive the rich and profound sense that the Spirit has put into the texts. 

We can still do much in this field: we must react – where this exists – against contempt or scorn of study and preparation. Many religious – men and women – have shown us with their life, and sometimes with their martyrdom, that preparation and service to the poorest are not incompatible, but all the contrary. Let us look at their example! Perhaps also, the hour has come to thank so many brothers and sisters for their silent – and many times suffered – dedication to Biblical Studies. 
A final doubt: the Eucharist, the Word and Religious Life

The International Congress spoke about this. Father Innocenzo Gargano has repeated it. The vital experience of many of our consecrated families show it: the Eucharistic celebration is the privileged framework to get close to Scripture every day. How can we make this a reality when so many religious communities, especially feminine ones, cannot celebrate the Lord’s Supper every day? What to say of masculine communities in which the co-celebration is not frequent or where the pastoral service imposes another type of Eucharistic rhythm? The question is still on the table. And we should not respond frivolously to it; perhaps the Synod can also offer us some guidelines.

At present let each one of us give the best of himself so that the Synod Assembly will be a fruitful and fecund event of the Church. 
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