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THE MAIN CHALLENGES FACING RELIGIOUS LIFE 

TODAY IN LATIN AMERICA

CLAR

Mystical-Prophetic Religious Life Dedicated to Life

Strategic Plan 2006-2009

Theological Underpinnings For The Three Years 

· A mystical-prophetic religious life

· A religious life of discipleship and mission

· A religious life dedicated to life 

PRESENTATION


We wish to give impetus to a mystical-prophetic religious life dedicated to life in order to initiate action leading to the revitalisation of our life as women religious on the whole of the continent.


Given the lived experiences of our people and the Church within them, more and more intense and evocative challenges for religious life are on the horizon. Faithful to the original meaning of our consecration and our common understanding of being the people of God on the move, we are called to remain clear-sighted and firm in hope, hoping beyond all hope. Today more than ever!


In keeping with the resolution of the fifth general conference of the Latin American and Caribbean bishops, we are invited to create processes to preserve and care for life on our continent: the life of this garden of God called Indo America and our own life as residents of these countries today and tomorrow. So that our people in Jesus Christ, the Lord, may have life and have it in its fullness, we feel called to create processes that will open up the whole range of our options for the poor and marginalized, for woman and the feminine, for youth, for a liberating and inculturated spirituality, for migrants and the unemployed, and for all those who continue to hope that life will spring up in the midst of all the signs of death.


Our plan presents a vision of the recent reality on our continent, point of departure and place of the challenge facing CLAR in its mission. CLAR is called to develop the background to the formulation of objectives and guidelines which will then be concretised in actual initiatives. Some of these new initiatives will need the support and solidarity of each of the national conferences as well as their availability and creativity so that they may participate and contribute to the effectiveness of CLAR’s financial and logistic support

Conference of the Religious of Brazil in Union with the General Superiors:
RELIGIOUS LIFE

“A drop

One little drop

Waves of impetus!



A horizon



A perspective



Waves of answers!





A cross





Incarnation





Waves of new lives!







A project







Gratuitousness







Waves of action!”


We live in a time of great change in civilisation which is affecting the way we are and act. There are socio-cultural, political and religious changes …


Religious life is being invited to cross over to new times, to give prophetic witness by its presence in new spaces undergoing complete transformation, spaces created by the radical changes which have given birth to new times. These are global changes and they very much challenge us.


Welcoming the Word as a disciple of Jesus Christ, in the mysticism of the Incarnation and a prophetic witness dedicated to life, especially that of the poor and marginalized, and sharing in a missionary spirit the reason for its hope, religious life has set the following priorities for the coming years:

1. To reaffirm the commitment of religious life dedicated to life as we face huge social and environmental concerns; to reassert its insertion among the poor and in new spaces of solidarity and citizenship.

2. To nurture a new spirituality centred on the Word of God and on a mysticism of discipleship open to diversity, be it cultural, religious or that of gender.

3. To make the stages of initial and ongoing formation more dynamic so that formation is integrated and humanising and generates new relationships.

4. To broaden the links and the collaboration between congregations in formation and mission; to open missionary projects to the laity and increase the sharing of charisms. 

5. To find new ways of relating to and presence among the youth.

6. Brazilian congregations wish to deepen their image and identity so as to respond to their country’s missionary needs and to the mission ad gentes.

7. The world of work: independence; collaboration and solidarity networks.

The effectiveness of all these priorities is ensured through the teams of reflection and accompaniment in the various regions. 

Challenges:
· To be a meaningful and prophetic presence among people and a sign for an exclusive and secularised society.

· To encourage spiritual life; to give new life to the charisms, identity and values of religious life and to rediscover the prophetic vocation, one of solidarity.

· Fewer and fewer religious and aging of members in various congregations which, focused as they are on their own institutions, do not change with the times.

· Few vocations; fear of the new. Youth lacking in the long view, in hope.

· The influence of neoliberalism results in a middle-class lifestyle and individualism to the detriment of community life and missionary zeal.

· Decrease in feminine vocations; emancipation of women; financial independence and desire for freedom …

· To dare to move forward in response to the aspirations of some in religious life by creating new forms of presence and service.

“Faced with these challenges, we must think, discern, be courageous and act.” (Márcio Fabri dos Anjos, CSSR)

Psalm for the Crossing 

Blessed are you, Father, for the thirst that you awaken in us,

For the bold projects that you inspire,

For the light that you yourself are

And that sputters in us …

What does it matter that thirst

Remains largely unquenched?

Woe to those who are no longer thirsty! (Dom Helder)

Blessed are you, Jesus, for the desire you awaken in us

To make the crossing of consecrated life.

Thank you for the signs that we already observe:

Mysticism, community, prophetic mission, global awareness,

Diversity of vocations as well as other signs.

In joy we come before you

And renew our consecration:

Here I am, Lord,

To do your will and live in your love!

Holy Spirit, show us the paths of Jesus

For our time.

Console us in times of suffering.

Give us courage in times of discouragement.

Give us your seven gifts, especially the gifts of wisdom and strength, to make the crossing.

Holy Trinity, God-Community,

We praise you and bless you.

We your daughters and sons, your servants,

Pilgrims on a road that is always new. Amen

(Sister Maria José Mendes dos Sntos – AM Sud C.8)
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