The song of magnificat which expresses the intimate spiritual attitudes of Mary can be prayed and deepened by having recourse to corresponding OT texts.

THE BACKGROUND OF THE MAGNIFICAT (Lk 1:39-56)

INTRODUCTORY PRAISE

46b:
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

47
and my spirit has found gladness in God my Savior


Ps 35:9


1Sam 2:1-12 (Hannah’s hymn)


Hab 3:18

FIRST STROPHE

48a:
Because He has regarded the low estate of his handmaid-


1Sam 1:11 (Hannah paying for a child)


Gen 29:32 (Leah after a childbirth)

48b:
for behold,  henceforth all generations will call me fortunate-


Gen 30:13 (Leah after a childbirth)

49a:
Because He who is mighty has done great things for me


Deut 10:21 (Moses to Israel)


Zeph 3:17

49b: 
And holy is His name,


Ps 111: 9

50a:
And His mercy is from generation to generation

50b
on those who fear Him


Ps 103:17

SECOND STROPHE

51a:
He has shown His strength with His arm;

51b:
He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

52a:
He has put down the mighty from their thrones

52b:
and he has exalted those of low degree.

53a:
He has filled the hungry with good things,

53b:
and the rich He has sent away empty.


 I Sam 2:7-8 (Hannah’s hymn)


Ps 89:11 (10 -a hymn praising God’s action for the Davidic king)


Sirach 10:14


Job 12:19


Ezek 21:31 (26)


Ps 107: 9

CONCLUSION

54a:
He has helped His servant Israel

54b:
in remembrance of His mercy,

55a:
as He spoke unto our fathers,

55b:
to Abraham and his posterity forever.


Isa 41:8-9


Ps 98: 3


Micah 7:20


I Sam 22:51 (David’s hymn at the end of his life)

