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(Bible passages that shaped Claret, the Apostolic Missionary)
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	Biblical Text


“If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will lit profit a man, if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life?” (Mt 16,24-26).
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	The Experience of Jesus


· The expression of Jesus “save or lose life” does not refer to biological life, neither does it mean immortality of soul (in the platonic sense). In the cultural context of Jesus “life” is worth its name when it is lived in communion with God (Old Testament) and for that, in the New Testament, it belongs to the one who commits himself/herself to follow Jesus to the very end.
· From this profound religious background this saying of Jesus comes out as a “great call” to freedom; that man be himself (life) and he sell all that are less than human (world). 
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	The experience of Claret


· Claret was practicing his apprenticeship in textile technology in Barcelona with passion and his life seemed to have already taken a clear and definite direction, when this passage of the Gospel confronted him. “In the midst of this whirligig of ideas, while I was at Mass one day, I remembered reading as a small boy those words of the Gospel: “What does it profit a man if he gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his soul?” This phrase impressed me deeply and went like an arrow to my heart. I tried to think and reason what to do, but to no avail” (Aut. 68).

For Claret “to gain the world” meant to make himself famous in the field of manufacturing, to rise up to the expectations of his father and to earn money. When God spoke to him through this Gospel passage, he understood that there is something more important: “to gain life”, that is, to live in deep communion with God, like Jesus, and to give up his own life so that others may live.
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	Our experience Today


· Today too we do experience many invitations that urge us to “gain the world”. At times we may seek personal prestige through academic qualification. The consumerist society invites us to do what everyone does. All these provoke in us emptiness and anxiety. The Word of God proposes us today, as it did to Claret, another mode of living. Jesus does not speak of “another life”, but rather a new way of living the same life. Claret understood the implication and he did follow the call.
· What does it mean to us today to “gain the world”? What is that we are attached to in the world? Do we experience the Gospel of Jesus and our missionary vocation as a path of “life”?



